Shockihg? May is
National Electrical
Safety Month

Protect your home and family from fires
and electrocution

On average, eight people die in a home fire each day
in the United States, for a total of nearly 3,000 fatali-
ties every year. Roughly two-thirds of these deaths
occur in homes without working smoke alarms.
Smoke alarms save lives by providing early warning
of fire. Newer smoke alarm recommendations and
technologies provide greater levels of protection than
ever before.

Smoke alarms should be installed in every bedroom,
outside each sleeping area, and on every level of the
home.

Test smoke alarms monthly by pushing the TEST but-
ton or using other procedures recommended by the
manufacturer. Smoke alarm batteries should be
changed at least once a year. If an alarm “chirps” or
‘beeps” to indicate low batteries, change them right
away. Replace all smoke alarms at least every 10
years.
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How to test electrical outlets

Since the 1970s ground fault circuit inter-

Plug in an ordinary night
light into the GFCI and
turn it on. The light

should now be ON.

rupters (GFCls) have saved thousands of

lives, helping cut the number of home elec-

trocutions in half. The safety devices prevent

deadly shock by quickly shutting off power
to the circuit if the electricity flowing into
the circuit differs from the amount return-

“Reset” button

again. The nightlight
should go ON again.

Push the

ing. The safety devices should be used in any
indoor or outdoor area where water may
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come into contact with electrical products.

GFCls should be tested once a month to

make sure they’re working properly. To test

a device, follow these four steps:
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